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Yeah, reviewing a book Investigation Empirical An Oversight Legislative For Tools could add your near friends listings. This is just one of the solutions for you to be successful. As understood, feat
does not recommend that you have astounding points.
Comprehending as capably as harmony even more than supplementary will oﬀer each success. bordering to, the statement as well as keenness of this Investigation Empirical An Oversight Legislative For
Tools can be taken as skillfully as picked to act.
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TOOLS FOR LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT
AN EMPIRICAL INVESTIGATION
Parliaments are the institutions through which governments are held accountable to the electorate. They have a wide range of tools with which to carry out this oversight function, but until recently little
analysis had been undertaken on the characteristics or use of such tools. Pelizzo and Stapenhurst use data for 83 countries that was collected in 2001 to investigate whether the oversight potential relates
to three variables, namely the form of government (presidential, semi-presidential, or parliamentary), per capita income levels, and the level of democracy. The authors ﬁnd that oversight potential is
greatly aﬀected by the form of government, per capita income levels, and levels of democracy. Countries with parliamentary forms of government, higher income levels, and which are more democratic
have a greater number of oversight tools and greater oversight potential. While the oversight potential follows this general trend, the use of committees of enquiry, interpellations, and ombudsman oﬃces
follows a diﬀerent pattern. The use of interpellations as an oversight tool is most common in high-income countries, less common in low-income countries, and least common in middle-income countries,
while the presence of committees of enquiry and ombudsman oﬃces is most common in middle-income countries, less common in high-income countries, and least common in low-income countries.This
paper - a product of the Poverty Reduction and Economic Management Division, World Bank Institute - is part of a larger eﬀort in the institute to strengthen parliamentary oversight of public ﬁnance in
developing countries.

TOOLS FOR LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT
AN EMPIRICAL INVESTIGATION
Parliaments are the institutions through which governments are held accountable to the electorate. They have a wide range of tools with which to carry out this oversight function, but until recently little
analysis had been undertaken on the characteristics or use of such tools. This paper uses data for 83 countries that was collected in 2001 to investigate whether the oversight potential relates to three
variables, namely the form of government (presidential, semi-presidential, or parliamentary), per capita income levels, and the level of democracy. The paper ﬁnds that oversight potential is greatly
aﬀected by the form of government, per capita income levels, and levels of democracy. Countries with parliamentary forms of government, higher income levels, and which are more democratic have a
greater number of oversight tools and greater oversight potential. While the oversight potential follows this general trend, the use of committees of enquiry, interpellations and ombudsman oﬃces follows
a diﬀerent pattern. The use of interpellations as an oversight tool is most common in high income countries, less common in low income countries and least common in middle income countries while the
presence of committees of enquiry and of the ombudsman oﬃces is most common in middle income countries, less common in high income countries and least common in low income countries.

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT AND BUDGETING
A WORLD PERSPECTIVE
World Bank Publications In most countries, parliament has the constitutional mandate to both oversee and hold government to account. In light of the increased focus on good governance, academics
and legislative strengthening practitioners are re-examining parliament's oversight function with a view to increasing public ﬁnancial accountability, curbing corruption, and contributing to poverty
reduction. This volume brings together research from many diﬀerent perspectives and many diﬀerent legislative settings worldwide. As the country case studies in section III demonstrate, the
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accountability mechanisms or oversight tools available to the legislature vary based on constitutionally deﬁned powers of the legislature, institutional arrangements between the branches of government,
divisions of authority between national, regional, and local governments, the degree of legitimacy conferred on the legislature, and the resources available to it. The budget process provides critical
opportunities. Section II of this volume is devoted to examining budget oversight from the formulation and approval of the budget, to implementation and the ex post examination of the public accounts.
Special attention is also paid to mechanisms to assist parliaments such as Public Accounts Committees and independent parliamentary budget oﬃces. This title will be of interest to parliamentarians and
parliamentary staﬀ, legislative strengthening practitioners, and students of legislative development.

INSTITUTIONALIZATION OF THE PARLIAMENT IN BANGLADESH
A STUDY OF DONOR INTERVENTION FOR REORGANIZATION AND DEVELOPMENT
Springer This book explores the institutionalization process with regard to the Parliament in Bangladesh, and seeks to identify the main constrains that hinder the Parliament from serving as the
uppermost representative body for all segments of society. This book sheds valuable new light on key reform initiatives carried out by donor communities in collaboration with the Bangladesh Parliament
between the years 1991 and 2015 by presenting an extensive selection of donor proposals to make the Parliament a more potent political institution. The book also focused on the barriers of strengthening
oversight, ﬁscal oversight in particular, resourcing parliament and its secretariat, hindering gender equality and gender responsiveness, counteracting forces that are weakening rule of law, civil liberty of
the citizens, constitutionalism and democratic consolidation in the country. The book presents a comparative picture of the pre- and post-reform Bangladesh Parliament, highlighting on the issue of how
much the donor assistance can help promote institutionalization of the parliament and democratic consolidation of a developing country. The book will be of immense value to all scholars interested in
democratic governance, administrative reforms, policy studies and the role of parliament as a watchdog ensuring accountability, transparency and national integrity.

PERSPECTIVES ON THE LEGISLATURE AND THE PROSPECTS OF ACCOUNTABILITY IN NIGERIA AND SOUTH AFRICA
Springer This book examines the problem of accountability in two African political systems, South Africa and Nigeria. Despite the principle of separation of powers and the doctrine of checks and balances
among the institutions of governance, a burgeoning governance crisis stiﬂes the potential of accountability and good governance. Legislative oversight in the two countries remains largely ineﬀective while
citizens are left to face the consequences of the mismanagement of public resources by political elites. This book critically assesses how the legislative institutions in South Africa and Nigeria have been
unable to harness the requisite constitutional powers to ensure accountability in government and explores the feasibility of their eﬀectiveness. The book begins with a comparative analysis of the
principles, tradition, and powers associated with legislative capability in South Africa and Nigeria. The chapters explore constitutional provisions and analyze the capacity of each legislature to function
within its respective political environment. The book also examines the process and challenges associated with the various measures and mechanisms available for legislatures to ensure accountability in
the two countries. Researchers, scholars and students of African politics will ﬁnd this book useful in their understanding of the problems associated with the simmering governance crisis in South Africa and
Nigeria.

PUBLIC ADMINISTRATION IN ETHIOPIA
CASE STUDIES AND LESSONS FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
Leuven University Press Building an eﬀective, inclusive, and accountable public administration has become a major point of attention for policymakers and academics in Ethiopia who want to realise
sustainable development. This ﬁrst handbook on Ethiopian Public Administration is written by Ethiopian academics and practitioner-academics and builds on PhD studies and conference papers, including
studies presented at the meetings of the Ethiopian Public Administration Association (EPAA), established in 2016. Public Administration in Ethiopia presents a wide range of timely issues in four thematic
parts: Governance, Human Resources, Performance and Quality, and Governance of Policies. Each of the individual chapters in this volume contributes in a diﬀerent way to the overarching research
questions: How can we describe and explain the contexts, the processes and the results of the post-1990 politico-administrative reforms in Ethiopia? And what are the implications for sustainable
development? This book is essential for students, practitioners, and theorists interested in public administration, public policy, and sustainable development. Moreover, the volume is a valuable stepping
stone for PA teaching and PA research in Ethiopia.

DEVELOPMENT AID IN STABLE DEMOCRACIES AND FRAGILE STATES
Springer This book is based on experience and reﬂections related to international support provided to parliaments and legislative bodies both in selected countries (Afghanistan, Bangladesh, Ghana,
Serbia, and Kyrgyzstan) and globally. The author intends to provide a critique of parliamentary support, as part of development assistance or foreign aid, for having been conceived in narrow terms of
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technical assistance and for failing to appreciate that aid eﬀectiveness calls for a sound understanding of a country’s politics, culture, and history. The monograph examines the eﬀectiveness of aid in both
stable democracies, and fragile and transition countries. The project is ideal for audiences interested in regional politics, the Middle East, Africa, South Asia, Central Asia, and development/democracy
studies.

THE CULTURE OF ACCOUNTABILITY
A DEMOCRATIC VIRTUE
Taylor & Francis This important book explores the cultural conditions that favour political accountability. It examines the channels through which accountability can be secured and the role that
accountability plays in ensuring good governance. In addition to problematizing the notion of accountability, the book suggests that it is the product of three diﬀerent—albeit, related—processes: taking
account of voters’ preferences, keeping account of voters’ preferences, and giving account of one’s performance in oﬃce. It further explores the relationship between accountability and political culture by
analyzing the relationship between accountability and religion, religious denomination, familism, civicness, secularism and postmaterialism, revealing that the level of accountability is inﬂuenced by the
diﬀusion of post-material values and by the level of civicness in a given country. This book will be of key interest to scholars, students, and practitioners in governance, the political economy of institutions
and development, democracy, and more broadly to political science, international relations, political theory, comparative politics, sociology, and cultural studies.

CORRUPTION AND LEGISLATURES
Routledge This book investigates parliaments’ role in curbing corruption. In addition to discussing the deﬁnition, causes, and costs of corruption and the role that parliaments have in reducing corruption,
the authors consider contemporary issues that parliamentarians – and others – need to be aware of. These include the importance of broad-based coalitions to ﬁght corruption and networking at the
country, regional and global level, the importance – and diﬃculties – of establishing parliamentary codes of ethics/conduct, legislative oversight tools and mechanisms, and regional/international
conventions against corruption. Attention will also be given to parliaments and anti-money laundering. Corruption and Legislatures presents a non-technical review of contemporary issues and recent
developments in curbing corruption, and concludes with practical advice as to what can be done to ensure more eﬀective parliamentary involvement in curbing corruption.

TOOLS FOR LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT
AN EMPIRICAL INVESTIGATION
This paper uses data for 83 countries that was collected in 2001 to investigate whether the oversight potential relates to three variables, namely the form of government (presidential, semi-presidential or
parliamentary), per capital income levels and the level of democracy.

HONG KONG'S LEGISLATURE UNDER CHINA'S SOVEREIGNTY
1998-2013
Hotei Publishing In Hong Kong's Legislature Under China's Sovereignty: 1998-2013 Dr Gu Yu thoroughly analyses how Hong Kong’s legislature has impacted the law-making process as well as the
ﬁnancial control and supervision of the executive branch of the government.

STRENGTHENING FORENSIC SCIENCE IN THE UNITED STATES
A PATH FORWARD
National Academies Press Scores of talented and dedicated people serve the forensic science community, performing vitally important work. However, they are often constrained by lack of adequate
resources, sound policies, and national support. It is clear that change and advancements, both systematic and scientiﬁc, are needed in a number of forensic science disciplines to ensure the reliability of
work, establish enforceable standards, and promote best practices with consistent application. Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States: A Path Forward provides a detailed plan for addressing
these needs and suggests the creation of a new government entity, the National Institute of Forensic Science, to establish and enforce standards within the forensic science community. The beneﬁts of
improving and regulating the forensic science disciplines are clear: assisting law enforcement oﬃcials, enhancing homeland security, and reducing the risk of wrongful conviction and exoneration.
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Strengthening Forensic Science in the United States gives a full account of what is needed to advance the forensic science disciplines, including upgrading of systems and organizational structures, better
training, widespread adoption of uniform and enforceable best practices, and mandatory certiﬁcation and accreditation programs. While this book provides an essential call-to-action for congress and
policy makers, it also serves as a vital tool for law enforcement agencies, criminal prosecutors and attorneys, and forensic science educators.

MANAGING GLOBAL LEGAL SYSTEMS
INTERNATIONAL EMPLOYMENT REGULATION AND COMPETITIVE ADVANTAGE
Routledge Presenting a framework for understanding the corporate strategy-public policy interface as it relates to human capital management, this unique text treats legal systems as factors that must
be actively managed in the ﬁrm’s larger pursuit of international competitive advantage. It provides readers with the most comprehensive description to date of the role that transnational, regional and
national institutions play in the evolution of domestic employment regulation and international labour standards, and discusses the opportunities that employers have to inﬂuence their form and
application. High-proﬁle news events from around the world are utilized to illustrate key concepts, oﬀering unique insights into the regulatory environment that MNEs face when managing an international
work force. Taking an applied approach to the subject of labour-market regulation on six continents, this book is a valuable reference for students and practitioners alike in the ﬁelds of HRM, business
management and law.

PARLIAMENTARY OVERSIGHT TOOLS
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
Routledge This book investigates Parliaments’ capacity to oversee government activities, policies and expenditures. Utilising a comparative approach, the book presents a new examination of oversight
tools and discusses the conditions under which such tools are employed eﬀectively. The result of a 9-year collaboration between the authors, this book draws from the ﬁndings of survey data collected by
the World Bank Institute and the Inter-Parliamentary Union, analysing information from 120 parliaments. The book represents a rigorous attempt to test whether international organizations are correct in
claiming that the quality of democracy and good governance can be improved by strengthening the oversight capacity of legislatures. It discusses the tools available to parliaments worldwide, and taking a
comparative approach considers which tools are more or less common, how oversight capacity can be estimated, how oversight capacity is related to other institutional and constitutional factors, and
above all what ensures that oversight tools are used eﬀectively. This analysis reveals that while the quality of democracy and good governance beneﬁt from eﬀective oversight, oversight eﬀectiveness
cannot be reduced to oversight capacity. The book urges policy makers and reformers to change their approach from strengthening capacity to securing that the capacity is put to good use. Parliamentary
Oversight Tools will be of interest to students, scholars and practitioners of legislative politics and governance.

THE WAR ON TERROR" AND THE GROWTH OF EXECUTIVE POWER?"
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
Routledge This book examines whether the strong emphasis now placed on terrorism and the "global war on terror" in national politics has led to signiﬁcant accretions of executive power at the expense
of the legislature and features case studies on Australia, Indonesia, Israel, Italy, Russia, and the UK.

THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENT IN CURBING CORRUPTION
World Bank Publications In most countries, parliament has the constitutional mandate to both oversee government and to hold government to account; often, audit institutions, ombuds and anticorruption agencies report to parliament, as a means of ensuring both their independence from government and reinforcing parliament's position at the apex of accountability institutions. At the same
time, parliaments can also play a key role in promoting accountability, through constituency outreach, public hearings, and parliamentary commissions. This title will be of interest to parliamentarians and
parliamentary staﬀ, development practitioners, students of development and those interested in curbing corruption and improving governance in developing and developed countries alike.

RESEARCH HANDBOOK ON THE OMBUDSMAN
Edward Elgar Publishing The public sector ombudsman has become one of the most important administrative justice institutions in many countries around the world. This international and
interdisciplinary Research Handbook brings together leading scholars and practitioners to discuss the state-of-the-art of ombudsman research. It uses new empirical studies and competing theoretical
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explanations to critically examine important aspects of the ombudsman’s work. This comprehensive Handbook is of value to academics designing future ombudsman studies and practitioners and
policymakers in understanding the future challenges of the ombudsman.

FRANCE’S POLITICAL INSTITUTIONS AT 50
Routledge Fifty years after the creation of the Fifth Republic, French politics is undergoing profound changes. The election of Nicolas Sarkozy has announced a general review of the French political
system. A special committee – the comité constitutionnel – is currently drafting a catalogue of potential reforms. Debates focus on issues like presidentialization, parliamentary scrutiny of the executive or
the creation of a popular initiative to trigger constitutional review of given legislative texts. These discussions reﬂect long-standing trends in the Fifth Republic. This volume aims at analysing those trends
and at outlining the major perspectives for future development. In particular it puts the French political system in comparative perspectives and provides in-depth analysis of the evolution of the major
political institutions and their relations. The volume argues that substantial reforms have helped to partially reshape French politics. Yet, it also shows that the fundamental characteristics of semipresidential government have stood ﬁrm. The question is whether current debates and subsequent reforms are likely to alter the current pattern. This book was published as a special issue of West
European Politics.

GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY AND LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT
Routledge The purpose of the book is to investigate parliaments’ capacity to oversee government activities, policies and budget legislation. By analysing the survey data that the World Bank Institute in
collaboration with the Inter-Parliamentary Union collected from 120 parliaments, Pelizzo and Stapenhurst show what tools are available to parliaments worldwide, which tools are more or less common,
how oversight capacity can be estimated, how oversight capacity is related to other institutional and constitutional factors. In addition to discussing the conditions under which oversight capacity is
greater, the authors perform some analyses to assess the policy implications of oversight capacity. Speciﬁcally, they look at the impact of oversight capacity on the quality of democracy and on the level of
good governance.

ANTI-CORRUPTION EVIDENCE
THE ROLE OF PARLIAMENTS IN CURBING CORRUPTION
Springer This book discusses parliamentary oversight and its role in curbing corruption in developing countries. Over the past decade, a growing body of research at the global and regional levels has
demonstrated that parliamentary oversight is an important determinant of corruption and that eﬀective oversight of public expenditure is an essential component of national anti-corruption strategies and
programs. However, little research has been undertaken at the country level regarding how parliamentary oversight is undertaken, which oversight mechanisms are eﬀective or on how national
parliaments interact with other anti-corruption stakeholders. This book presents the results of a new large-scale, quantitative analysis which identiﬁes the mechanisms through which institutional
arrangements impact corruption, speciﬁcally through country case studies on the Caribbean region, Ghana, Myanmar, Nigeria, Tanzania, and Uganda. Addressing a gap in scholarly knowledge while
presenting practical policy advice for parliaments and for anti-corruption assistance agencies, this book will be of use to scholars interested in development, anti-corruption, public ﬁnance, as well as
members of parliament, anti-corruption practitioners, and organizations working in parliamentary strengthening.

THE WORLD BANK RESEARCH PROGRAM, 2005-2007
ABSTRACTS OF CURRENT STUDIES
World Bank Publications This pocket-sized reference on key environmental data for over 200 countries includes key indicators on agriculture, forestry, biodiversity, energy, emission and pollution, and
water and sanitation. The volume helps establish a sound base of information to help set priorities and measure progress toward environmental sustainability goals.

THE CHANGING POLICY-MAKING PROCESS IN GREATER CHINA
CASE RESEARCH FROM MAINLAND CHINA, TAIWAN AND HONG KONG
Routledge This book explores how the policy-making process is changing in the very volatile conditions of present day mainland China, Taiwan and Hong Kong. It considers the overall background
conditions – the need to rebalance in mainland China after years of hectic economic growth; governance transition and democratic consolidation in Taiwan; and governance crisis in Hong Kong under a
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regime of uncertain legitimacy. It examines the various actors in the policy-making process – the civic engagement of ordinary people and the roles of legislators, mass media and bureaucracy – and
discusses how these actors interact in a range of diﬀerent policy cases. Throughout the book contrasts the diﬀerent approaches in the three diﬀerent jurisdictions, and assesses how the policy-making
process is changing and how it is likely to change further.

NIGERIAN STATE ASSEMBLIES
A STUDY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITTIES
PARLIAMENTARY OVERSIGHT TOOLS
A COMPARATIVE ANALYSIS
Routledge This book investigates Parliaments’ capacity to oversee government activities, policies and expenditures. Utilising a comparative approach, the book presents a new examination of oversight
tools and discusses the conditions under which such tools are employed eﬀectively. The result of a 9-year collaboration between the authors, this book draws from the ﬁndings of survey data collected by
the World Bank Institute and the Inter-Parliamentary Union, analysing information from 120 parliaments. The book represents a rigorous attempt to test whether international organizations are correct in
claiming that the quality of democracy and good governance can be improved by strengthening the oversight capacity of legislatures. It discusses the tools available to parliaments worldwide, and taking a
comparative approach considers which tools are more or less common, how oversight capacity can be estimated, how oversight capacity is related to other institutional and constitutional factors, and
above all what ensures that oversight tools are used eﬀectively. This analysis reveals that while the quality of democracy and good governance beneﬁt from eﬀective oversight, oversight eﬀectiveness
cannot be reduced to oversight capacity. The book urges policy makers and reformers to change their approach from strengthening capacity to securing that the capacity is put to good use. Parliamentary
Oversight Tools will be of interest to students, scholars and practitioners of legislative politics and governance.

NIGERIAN STATE ASSEMBLIES
A STUDY OF LEGISLATIVE ACTIVITIES, 2006-2007
PARLIAMENTARY COMMITTEES IN THE POLICY PROCESS
Routledge This book sheds new light on the often shadowy, but essential role of committees, which exist in modern parliaments around the globe, and it questions the conventional notion that the ‘real’
work of parliament happens in committees. Renowned country specialists take a close look at what goes on in committees and how it matters for policy making. While committees are seen as the central
place where policy is made, they often hold their sessions closed to the public and calls for transparency are growing. To understand this "black box" it is necessary to look within but also beyond the walls
of the committee rooms and parliament buildings. Bringing together formal and informal aspects, rules and practices shows that committees are not a paradise of policy making. They have great relevance
nonetheless: as crystallization points in the policy networks, as drivers for division of labor and for socialization and the integration of MPs. The new insights presented in this book will be of interest to
scholars, students and professionals in parliamentary aﬀairs, legislative studies, government, and comparative politics. They are also relevant for political analysts, journalists, and policymakers.

DEMOCRACY DECLASSIFIED
THE SECRECY DILEMMA IN NATIONAL SECURITY
Oxford University Press, USA Theories of democratic transparency and foreign policy success -- Not so exceptional : the theory, uses, and reality of national security secrecy in democracies -- The
potential abuses of national security secrecy -- The consequences of potential abuse for public consent -- Solving the secrecy dilemma -- The consequences of national security oversight in democracies -A view of national security oversight institutions -- Revealing evidence : support, spending and success -- Conclusion -- Implications and innovations -- Apendices: formal models, data and statistical result.

NIGERIAN JOURNAL OF SOCIAL SCIENCES
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INTELLIGENCE, BIOSECURITY AND BIOTERRORISM
Springer This book explores how potential bio-threats and risks may evolve post 9/11 given the rapid changes in biotechnology and synthetic biology. It also explores what role intelligence communities
can play in understanding threats and risks. It argues that although bio-threats and risks are largely low probability and high impact in nature, intelligence in ‘Five Eyes’ countries remain insuﬃciently
prepared to understand them. This book identiﬁes key areas where intelligence reforms need to take place including a more strategic and systematic collaboration between national security/law
enforcement intelligence and the scientiﬁc community. It is aimed at intelligence analysts, those in the scientiﬁc community working on health security threats, policy makers and researchers working on
biosecurity and bioterrorism threats and risks.

THE GREEN BOOK
APPRAISAL AND EVALUATION IN CENTRAL GOVERNMENT : TREASURY GUIDANCE
Stationery Oﬃce This new edition incorporates revised guidance from H.M Treasury which is designed to promote eﬃcient policy development and resource allocation across government through the
use of a thorough, long-term and analytically robust approach to the appraisal and evaluation of public service projects before signiﬁcant funds are committed. It is the ﬁrst edition to have been aided by a
consultation process in order to ensure the guidance is clearer and more closely tailored to suit the needs of users.

LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT AND PROGRAM EVALUATION
A SEMINAR
GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY AND LEGISLATIVE OVERSIGHT
Routledge The purpose of the book is to investigate parliaments’ capacity to oversee government activities, policies and budget legislation. By analysing the survey data that the World Bank Institute in
collaboration with the Inter-Parliamentary Union collected from 120 parliaments, Pelizzo and Stapenhurst show what tools are available to parliaments worldwide, which tools are more or less common,
how oversight capacity can be estimated, how oversight capacity is related to other institutional and constitutional factors. In addition to discussing the conditions under which oversight capacity is
greater, the authors perform some analyses to assess the policy implications of oversight capacity. Speciﬁcally, they look at the impact of oversight capacity on the quality of democracy and on the level of
good governance.

THE CAMBRIDGE HANDBOOK OF HEALTH RESEARCH REGULATION
The deﬁnitive reference guide to designing scientiﬁcally sound and ethically robust medical research, considering legal, ethical and practical issues.

THE EUROPEAN PARLIAMENT AS AN ACCOUNTABILITY FORUM
OVERSEEING THE ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION
Cambridge University Press An examination of executive actors' accountability for EU economic decisions in the aftermath of the euro crisis.

STAMP DUTIES IN INDIAN STATES
A CASE FOR REFORM
World Bank Publications Evidence indicates that the current high duty rates, coupled with weak tax administration, lead to widespread evasion of the tax through underdeclaration. This
underdeclaration of property values directly aﬀects collection of other taxes, among them, property taxes and capital gains tax. Moreover, it indirectly aﬀects the collection of all taxes through the impact
of underdeclaration on the circulation of black money. Simulations indicate that revenues lost due to a lowering of stamp duty rates closer to international levels are quite likely to be recovered in higher
collections of other taxes. However, these taxes would at least in part be collected by other levels of government. So reform could be made a more viable option through appropriately designed
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intergovernmental transfers.

SCRUTINIZING PUBLIC EXPENDITURES
ASSESSING THE PERFORMANCE OF PUBLIC ACCOUNTS COMMITTEES
In 2002, David McGee wrote a comprehensive report on two important elements in the system of public ﬁnancial accountability, namely the oﬃce of the Auditor General and the parliamentary oversight
committee commonly referred to as the Public Accounts Committee (PAC). The purpose of the present paper is to deepen McGee's analysis of PACs. In particular, the authors deﬁne PAC success and
identify those factors that aﬀect PAC peformance. They use data that were collected by the World Bank Institute in 2002, when a survey questionnaire was sent to 51 national and state/provincial
parliaments in Commonwealth countries in Asia and Australasia, and Canada and the United Kingdom. The authors ﬁnd that the institutional factors which most account for the success of the PACs are the
focus on government's ﬁnancial activity rather than its policies, the power to investigate all past and present government expenses, the power to follow up on government action in response to its
recommendations, and its relationship with the Auditors General.

SPECIAL ISSUES RELATING TO CORPORATE GOVERNANCE AND FAMILY CONTROL
"Control of corporate assets by wealthy families in economies lacking institutional integrity is common. It has negative implications on corporate governance and adverse macroeconomic eﬀects when it
extends across a suﬃciently large part of the country's corporate sector. Morck and Yeung consider the reasons why family control and control pyramids predominate in emerging market economies and in
some industrial economies. They also discuss the reasons why widely held freestanding ﬁrms predominate in the United States. The authors discuss policies that countries might adopt to discourage family
control pyramids, but caution that control pyramids are but one feature of an institutionally deﬁcient economy. A concerted eﬀort to improve a country's institutions is needed before diﬀuse ownership is
desirable. This paper a product of the Global Corporate Governance Forum, Corporate Governance Department is part of a larger eﬀort in the department to improve the understanding of corporate
governance reform in developing countries"--World Bank web site.

A SURVEY OF SECURITIES LAWS AND ENFORCEMENT
Abstract: "Lopez-de-Silanes examines the theoretical and empirical literature pertaining to securities laws and their enforcement by regulators and courts to establish what is known and what is yet
unclear. Recent empirical research in the ﬁeld has established that law matters. Mandatory disclosure requirements, insider trading laws, safeguards against self-dealing transactions, adequate regulatory
powers, and simple laws that are easily enforced aid in the development of capital markets. The debate is now focused on identifying which components of securities laws matter most and on what the
optimal regulatory framework for each country should be. Although public enforcement of securities laws is important, the author ﬁnds that the largest impact comes from aspects of the law that facilitate
private enforcement. This means that the development of capital markets depends crucially on creating laws that facilitate enforcement and improving court procedures that allow for a more eﬃcient
dispute resolution. This paper a product of the Global Corporate Governance Forum, Corporate Governance Department is part of a larger eﬀort in the department to improve the understanding of
corporate governance reform in developing countries"--World Bank web site.

THE EFFECTS OF INFRASTRUCTURE DEVELOPMENT ON GROWTH AND INCOME DISTRIBUTION
The authors provide an empirical evaluation of the impact of infrastructure development on economic growth and income distribution using a large panel data set encompassing over 100 countries and
spanning the years 1960-2000. The empirical strategy involves the estimation of simple equations for GDP growth and conventional inequality measures, augmented to include, among the regressors,
infrastructure quantity and quality indicators, in addition to standard controls. To account for the potential endogeneity of infrastructure (as well as that of other regressors), the authors use a variety of
generalized-method-of-moments (GMM) estimators based on both internal and external instruments and report results using both disaggregated and synthetic measures of infrastructure quantity and
quality. The two robust results are: (1) growth is positively aﬀected by the stock of infrastructure assets, and (2) income inequality declines with higher infrastructure quantity and quality. A variety of
speciﬁcation tests suggests that these results do capture the causal impact of the exogenous component of infrastructure quantity and quality on growth and inequality. These two results combined
suggest that infrastructure development can be highly eﬀective to combat poverty. Furthermore, illustrative simulations for Latin American countries suggest that these impacts are economically quite
signiﬁcant, and highlight the growth acceleration and inequality reduction that would result from increased availability, and quality of infrastructure.
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WHAT HAPPENS WHEN A COUNTRY DOES NOT ADJUST TO TERMS OF TRADE SHOCKS?
THE CASE OF OIL-RICH GABON
An analysis using a quantitative methodology to decompose responses to shocks shows that Gabons adjustment to adverse movements in the terms and trade from 1980 to 2000 was considerably weak in
terms of three performance indicators import intensity, economic compression, and nonoil export promotion. While the economys growth rate was respectable, Gabonese policymakers postponed
adjustment by resorting to considerable borrowing during this period. While there was some decrease in import intensity from 1987 to 1990 and 1996 to 2000, as well as slight nonoil export diversiﬁcation
from 1996 to 2000, the government borrowed from commercial banks and donors, causing its external debt/GDP ratio to increase from 30 percent of GDP in 1970-76 to 80 percent in 1999. To pay the debt
service, it currently has to maintain large primary surpluses. Only since 1996 has there been signiﬁcant ﬁscal retrenchment and a freezing of government wages"--Abstract.
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